2026 Northern Rockies Wilderness Skills Institute
   
The NRWSI planning team would like to welcome you to the 2026 Wilderness Skills Institute!  We are excited to host this training at the Powell Ranger Station again this year. The following letter and attached schedule should help you prepare for the upcoming session. 

When: May 18-22, 2026

[bookmark: _Hlk133772421]Where: The Northern Rockies Wilderness Skills Institute (NRWSI) will be held on the Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forest at the historic Powell Ranger Station. The mailing address is 192 Powell Rd, Lolo, MT 59847.  The physical address is Mile Post 162, Hwy 12 West, Idaho County, Idaho.  We are located one hour west of Missoula. MT. Your GPS may have a hard time finding us, but you can find the map and location here. 

Check-in: Check-in begins on Monday, May 18th, starting at 09:30 am (Pacific Time).  Upon arrival, please check in by the Ranger Station main office.  The course will begin promptly at 1:00 pm (Pacific Time) on Monday, May 18thth and will run through noon on Friday, May 22nd, 2026.

Lodging:   Most participants will be camping during this session. Larger partner groups such as (SBFC/MCC) will be assigned specific camp locations at check-in. There are a limited number of bunkhouse accommodations at Powell RS.  For those who requested a bunkhouse room upon registering, we have tried to accommodate these requests. Room assignments will be provided during check-in. Most bunkhouse bedrooms have 2 twin beds. Depending on participant numbers, 2 people may be assigned to each room.  Each bunkhouse has a full kitchen and at least one bath.  You will need to bring your own sheets/sleeping bag and towels.  Partners, please note that the Forest Service will cover the cost of lodging for this event.  Pets are not allowed in the bunkhouses and are discouraged on the compound.  Tent camping will be located near the bunkhouses and cookhouse, on the lawn and those camping out will have options to use showers located in a few locations on the compound. More location details will be provided during the orientation segment at the start of the session.

Food: Kitchen facilities, cookware, dishes and refrigerator and freezer space will be available to all participants in bunkhouses or in the cookhouse, for those that are tent camping.  We are in bear country and appropriate food storage is expected.  You will need to provide your own labelled food and beverages for the week.  Depending on participant levels, refrigerator space and use of the cookhouse stovetop may be congested.  Those tent camping may wish to bring additional backpacking/car camping stoves, cooking pots/pans, eating utensils and coolers that can be stored in the cookhouse or vehicles, to keep food fresh and safe from bears and rodents. The Lochsa Lodge is located within walking distance of the Powell RS. It has a full restaurant, gas, and very small convenience store.  The closest grocery store and town is in Lolo, MT – approximately 45 minutes from Powell.

Communications: Powell Ranger Station is a remote ranger station located along the rugged Lochsa River.  There is limited AT&T cell service in this area.  There are landline phones available for use, but you will need a calling card. NRWSI participants will not have access to WIFI for their personal devices. Limited service is reserved for year-round Powell residents.  Please plan accordingly.  This is a soft entry into your summer of cell phone free opportunities!  Please note: If an emergency occurs where an outside person needs to reach you while you are attending NRWSI and out of cell-phone service, they can contact Kayti Bauer at 580-430-7123. 

Local Area Recreation Information: Hiking, biking, fishing, and rafting opportunities in the Powell area are endless.  Both the Nez Perce (Nee-Me-Poo) and Lewis and Clark National Historic Trails cross through the Powell Ranger District, as does the Wild and Scenic Lochsa River.  Lolo Pass Visitor Center and gift shop is located 13 miles east of Powell Ranger Station, at the Montana and Idaho state line.  This location offers interpretive information and maps and is open Thursday - Monday, 8:30 am- 4:00 pm Pacific Time (closed on Tues & Wed).

Weather: Powell Ranger Station sits at approximately 3,400 ft elevation.  Normal temperatures and weather patterns for the end of May range from the 20’s for nighttime temperatures to the high 70’s for daytime temperatures.  May is often a wet month. Be prepared for cool evenings and a variety of weather during any given spring day; from sun to hail, to rain, and snow.  We suggest bringing rain gear appropriate for field work along with a variety of layers so you can adjust to quickly changing temperatures and weather conditions.  

Quiet Hours and Safety: Powell Ranger Station serves as home to both Forest Service employees and private residences. As a visitor to this unique location, we ask that you be respectful of those who live on the compound and adhere to the 10:00 pm to 6:00 am quiet hours.  For everyone to be well rested and able to actively participate in each day’s sessions, we ask that any nighttime activities are completed by 10:00 pm (campfires are put out and participants are in their bunkhouses/beds for the evening).  All organized evening programming coordinated through the NRWSI planning team will be wrapped up by approximately 8:00 pm.  

Optional Evening Activities: To facilitate participant interaction, networking, and continued learning, there will be an optional activity scheduled each evening from 6:30-8pm. Participants are also welcome to bring and set up appropriate yard games.  
· Mon: Potluck Dinner at the Cookhouse: please plan to bring your favorite dish to share.
· Tues: Capital Christmas Tree- Wilderness Ornament Making at the Cookhouse: Make a wilderness inspired ornament that will travel to Washington DC to decorate the People’s Tree! Supplies provided.
· Wed:  Atlatl’s, Flint Knapping, and more!  Join Archaeologists from the Nez Perce Tribe and Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forest on the front lawn to learn more about primitive tools and cultural artifacts. 
· Thurs: Barn Dance with live music by the Pack Strings! Join us at the Powell barn and bring your dancin’ shoes.  

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): Many NRWSI courses incorporate field time.  Be sure to bring PPE for any course you are attending.  Standard PPE for field work is boots, long pants, gloves, hardhat, and safety glasses. If you are in a crosscut saw class, be sure to bring a crosscut or more (depending on group size), ax, wedges, handsaws, and any other saw accoutrements your program prefers.  

No Alcohol: We request that NRWSI participants refrain from bringing alcohol with them.  Alcohol is not allowed in the bunkhouses and not all participants will be of legal age. The NRWSI planning team is mindful of the support needed to host this event and the ramifications if there were to be any issues related to the use or abuse of alcohol. This week offers a tremendous opportunity for partners and agency employees to gain skills, develop friendships, and network in a safe and substance free environment.  We appreciate your efforts to help us maintain this opportunity into the future.
[image: ]
Compound Driving: There is a speed limit on the compound to ensure the safety of employees, residents, and visitors.  Please drive slowly when navigating a vehicle on the compound. There is also a heli-spot used for emergency access along the riverbank which needs to remain clear of equipment, so it is available, if needed.

QUESTIONS? Questions regarding Powell Ranger Station,   
housing, or the local area may be directed to Angela Edwards angela.edwards2@usda.gov and/or Kayti Bauer kayti.bauer@usda.gov.   Powell Ranger Station



The NRWSI planning team looks forward to seeing you at Powell Ranger Station in just a few weeks’ time!
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